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BUSINESS FIRST
FOR FEDERATION
DELAYS ELECTION

Electlon of Officers Postponed
at Denver Meeting.

Two Weeks of Sessions Falled
to Clear Up Work.

GOMPERS UTTERS HIS DEFY

Declares Lewls Nor Any One
Man Can Write Platiorm.

Women Delegates in Deter-
mined Fight for Equal Rights,

The
American

conteat for
Fed-

24

of the

Denver, June

the presidency

Fresident Bamuel Gompers was
foreed to wirn ngainst electlonesring

by federation organizers, Gompers
stopped the proceedings of the conven-
tion when a half dozen compalgn con-
fercnees were on in various parts of
the convention hall and sald:

“1 am informed that some organ-
{zers of the federation are lr.tt‘rff.-rin.;l

with the election of officers. No or-
ganizer has the right
candldacy of any one"

Elcction Is Delayed.

The tonvention agreed that the elec.
tion which will settle whether
Gompers or Jobn L. Lewis shall lead
the laber unlom movement, will be
held mt 310:30 Baturday. Officinls
ruled that, in accordunce with the con-

itian, the election must be the iast
¥ Tatle como befora
ection will be held
or early next week

‘ Gompers taking the
is hattle to retain lead-

s I

ive
ership of the federation. his opponent
for the presidency, John L. Lewis
head of the Unlted Mine Workers of
Amurici, was expeclted to lssue a
slatement an his position,

speech late yesterday, Gom-

i that William Fandolph

newspaper publisher, Is re-
vin for the camipalgn to prevent
- tien.  He sald Hearst was
to “get him" because he had

: an American Invasion of Mex-

Much Bosiness Remains.
demand of women for sgqual
and privileges in all Iabor
; determination of future rela-
1 with Karopean trade unlon
ments, and Jurisdictional dis-
werd the major issues still con-

iting the convention when it re-
sumed sesslons today,

Alr the convention had been In

nr-5s arly two weoks an unusual
volur i work remaplns, use of
this ¢clogates annou *d they
wold ovie to hold night sessions in
order that all busthest eould be trans-
acted by Bunday morning.
To M¢fuse Internngionnl.

The commiltes on internationas] re-
itions it wis lenrned, will report un-

) Iy the two resclutions suhmit-

14 - conventio

¥ the Interna-
nchinlsts and
8 union, de-
Gompers im-
‘tod to reaffillate
th the international
exn unlons.

ates have united to
lon  which would
erntion’s constitution to
y privileges of mem-
i ¢f their trade or
v mre denled mem-
union they nsk the
# =eparate charter
orn.

0 ment by John L. Lewis
platform on which he is run-
- the presidency of the federn-
ught a statement today from
idlent Gompers, who declared *It
the rieht or the privilege of any
(dual to make a platform in the
movement.”

his announcement yes-
r declured for nationalization of
overnment control of the

 § ration of trac
1w women del

nd -other progrossive poll-
Defy to President Lowls,
“T am well snough known to wage
' said Mr. Gompers, “as hav
1 fuithful In the cause for the
. of their rights and wellare

it UnnecesEaAry
of the

0o announce
principles upon

¢r the principles which It has
. the American Fedoration of
18 advanced further than any
wvement in the history of the
. The American Federation of
itea its own platform. No
| has a right to formulate its

: duty of a leader 12 to stand
his organization and its declara-
s and principle and not run away
any crigls, no matter what it may

Ameriean Federation of La-
ror, by its declarations and its actions,
ikes it platform and wupon that
orm those who sorve must stand.

platform s the sum today of all
thought and the work of the
movement I may have contributed

1o sum total but no Individual
writes the plaitform for the whole
movement.'
Six-Hour Day Defeated.
The convention urged the govern-

to repince restrictions on naval

and arsenils preventing employ-

ment af allens, Federal eontrol and
development of the country's natural
resourees was urged in a resolution
adopted

A proposed eampalgn (o bring aboul

the six-hour duy with elght hours pay
at the present time received little sup-
poert in the convention today.
Rewolutions favoring shortening the
work day to six hours with elght hours
pay were voted down afler a short
debate, .
Backern of ths measures declared
believed shortening of hours of

they
work would salve the unemployment
question.

The federation pledged Its support
o any of the affiliated organizations
which may desire to obtain shorter
work day. It endorsed the fight of the
printers for a 44-hour week.

n of Labor became so hot today |

the |

sported Hearst's offorte to bring |

CEATHER.
WEBL
FORECAST FOR EANEBAS,

Faulr in the ecast and cemiral portions,
showers In the extreme oast portlon fo-
night. Saturday probably fulr. Not
much chamge In temperature.

C0DL WEATHER FOR KANSAS

Gulf Storm Flarehack Cools State and
Brings Rain,

TODAY'S TEMPERATURES,

7 o'clock.....66 11 o'clock..... i |
& o'clock, .. .86 12 o'clock..... 70
9 o'clock. «os e 65 1 o'clock..... 1
10 o'clock, ... .66 2 o'clock..... Ti
The *“fiare back” from the Gulf

storm of Thursday Is hovering over
iansas todny, and will keep the tem-
perature down, as wall as supplying
goneral rains. The Gulf Sstorm, mov-
ing inland, is crossing the state today,
and will probably be clear of Kansas
tonight. It is producing only rain,
having left the wind feature at the
Gulf, If it is past the state by Satur-
day morning, the prospects ara that
| Kansas will have a clear, cool, “sum-
{ mer resort” Saturday.

| The temperature In Topeka this aft-
ernoon will not go above 756 dexrees,
“{Uontinued on Page Two.b

POSTCARD IS CLUE

]

Mother of Member of One Van-
i Ished Crew Getfs Word.

to espouse the |

Declares Writing Is Really That
of Her Son.

! Washington, Juns 24.—A clus
'which may reveal the fate of at least
one of the twenty ‘“‘vanishing ships”
| was belng followed by goveérnment in-
vestigators today.

A colored postcard maodled from
Paris to the mother of a member
| of one of tha vessels that disappeared
in the vicinity of Cape Hetteras con-
stitutes tha bit of evidence, The
mother sayes that the writing on the
posteard is that of her son.,

Investigators today refused to re-
veal the name of the man supposed
to have sant the posteard and asked
that the name of the vanished vessel
be withheld for the time at least.

Officials point out that the postcard
| may have been mailed by some one
{other than the missing sallor and
signed with his name, They probabiy
jwill ‘ask the Paris officials to ald in
their investigation.

VIGTORY IN SIGHT

Total of 85,618 Pledged for
K. U. Memorial Fund.

K. U. Sapporters to Meet at
C.of C. Tonight.

With victory in the Shawnee county
E U, memorial campalgn just $4.-
382 away, members of four Jay-
hiuwker working divisions are striving
today to obtain the high record in
contributions.

The scheduled finish of the K. T.
campaign last night was posipoped
until tonight, when workers' reports
showed that a total of $35,618 had
heen pledged toward the $40,000 goal
The K. U. supporters will meet to-
gether at the Chumber of Commerce
dining room at §:30 o'clock tonight.

The neck and neck race for division
honors has developed into a feature of
the K. U, eampalgn here, Taday the
division led by Major Wil J. Miller is
leading with a total of $10,860, while
Mnjor Chester Wondward's divislon
han $10,416, including $5.000 which
was raported Iast night. Msajor R.
W. Blalir'z division Is a good third
with $8,3156 and the women's division,
led by Mre. C. I, Martin, has $6.227.

Thirce Teams Pasy $3,000 Mark,

Three teams have passed the $3,000
mark. The team led by I. E. Henry
in tha Woodwnard division reported
$2,430 Thursday nilght and now has
$3,661. Frank Edson's team in ths
Woodward division has $3,380. The
leader in the Miller division is Cap-
tain B, A. Tirrill, who has reported
$3.405, The four captains in Major
Blair's division are closely grouped,
with Captain Frank P. Maclennan
leading with $2,325 Mrs. W. F.
Bowen leads the captains in the
women's division with $2,676.

Jayhawk Campalgn Notes.

“Everybody Out” is a cry which in
I'le-:.rd about Mount Oread on rally
nights before football games, Today
the “Everybody Out" is belng tele-
iphoned to Jayhawker supporters thru-
| out Topeka to attend the K. U. dinner
At 6:30 o'clock at the Chamber of
Commerce. Thore Is this d.ltferenct:.
There i8 no threat of a “paddie squad
to those who do not heed the cry. And
judging from the nattendance at the
K. U. gathering=s this week., paddle
squads are mot necessary.

“The Unlversity of Kansas has the
opportunity to become the great uni-
veraity of the SBouthwest. What you
have done with your unexampled apirit
ia your response toward making this
possible,” Chancellor E. H. Lindley
told the K. U. supporters Thursdny
night.

How the K. U, supporters battied
for the privilege of presenting four
boxes of candy to the women's divi-
sion captains and & bpuguet to Mra C.
I. Martin, major of the women's divi-
sion, will not soon be forgotten. The
gifts were auctioned off by Leslle E.
Edmonds, and when the batlle clouds
had lifted, it was discovered that the
giftz had brought $567 toward the K.
U, Memorial, this being credited to the
women's division. Every bidder was
requirsd to pay the amount of his
highest bid, Final winners ware: T.
J. Sweeney of Lawrence, Chester
Woodyard, Wil J. Miller, O. B. Guf-
lor and Frank C. Beck. Chanecellor
Lindley and Beck competed for the
honor of presenting Mrs. C. 1. Martin
with the flowers, Beck winning, $54.76
over the chancellor's $54.60.

W. J. Baumgartner, organization
secretary for the K. U. Memorial, left
today for Hutchinson, where the next
K. U. campaign will be carried on.

<!

SLUMP IN WHEAT

June Crop Report Shows De-
erease of 2,400,000 Bushels.

Yield of 112,914,000 Bushels Is
Mohler Forecast.

RAISES GOVERNMENT REPORT

Crop Will Be Fourth Largest
State Has Known,

Corn Conditions Are 85.7 Per
Cent Periect.

s

In spite of o showing of more than
11,000,000 additional acres of wheat for
harvest the June report of the state
board of agriculture today shows a
slump of 2,400,000 bushels yield as
compared with the May report. J. C.
Mokliler, seeretary of the state board,
removes 4 bit of sorrow from the de-
pression, tho, by forecasting a yield
of ten milllon bushels more than pre-
dicted in the Iast government report
for Kansas, The Mohler report indi-
cates . whent yield of 112,914,000
bushels from 10,145,500 acres,

Last month the Mohler report
showed an nyverage yleld of 12,8638
bushels from a total of 9,082,000 mcres
planted. Late assessors’ returns in-
creased the ncréage to 10,149,000 and

The first move to be made by the
ratlroads of the United States in re-
fleetion of an easier financial situn-
tion, resulting from wage cuts to EC
into effect July 1, will be the re-em-
ployvment of the men who have heen
iaid off during the business depres-
slon, W, B. Storey, president of the
Santa Fe rallroad, declared today.

Wage Cuts Effective July 1.

Presldent Storey called attention to

tho foct that the only retrenchment
which has been accomplished ngiur
has been the reductlon in fores, and
|that wage cuts will not be ecifective
[unt!l July 1.
I “The period of business dep
started with the first of this yeéar™
Presldent Storey said. *“'Our retrench-
ment has started eince that time, and
our sole effort now will be to tch
up with thoe depression. After “do
i that, the riret thing will be to iak® on
|the men we have lald off. because the
Iwork they were doing was necessiry
to the mantenance of the road.

“After that, there may be reduction
in rates, and possibly extensions of the
systerm. No man can see far ahond
enough now to say when rates can be
reduced or extensions begun.

Volume of Traflic Reduced.

“The increases in rates which were

on

reduced nyverage yield to 11.12 bushels.
Fourth Largest Crop.

iargest the state has known, but the
smallest since 1911. It is 25,000,000
bushels below last year. Sudden ripen-
ing of grain in all sections of the stata
hustened harvest and added to trouble
in saving the crop.

Corn conditions are 857 per cent
on & total of 4,580,000 acres planted.
The eraop shows an Improvement over
last month, but lz small and buack-
ward.

43,000,000 Bushels of Oals.

At totnl of 48,000,000 bhushels of onts
will be harvested, Mohler estimates,
dus to grestly improved conditions.
Barley will probably yleld 16,000,000
bushels and the state will dig 58,000
acres of potatoes, or 11,000 more than
jast year.

Mohler's report In detall is as fol-
lows:

Winter Wheat. -
This year's Knnsas winter wheat erop
will amount to 112014000 bupshels, uecord-
Ing b the present summary of corresponids
enta’ estimates. This yleld is less by 2,-
400,000 bushels thun indicated n  the
board's Miy report. but is more than the
June 1st estimate of the . 8. department
by about 10,000,000 bushels, The pros-
pective acre-yield 8 now slﬂm an 1112

ykhels on 10,1460 acres for harvest, &y
compared to 1268 bushels on 5,002,000 arres
reported In May. The incresse In ac
is- doe te receipt of offieial
retwrrud show mnch more wheat sown
than correspondents had previonsly  esbl-
mated, but this gain in pcreage was more
than offwet by the decline in wheat pros-
pect.

Yourth Largest Crop.
While the total ¥ield indicated now Ix
about 28000,000 bushels less thun Iast

ear’s production, it is the state’s fourth
Elrxut erofp, amd in 12000000 bushels more
than the ten-year average, altho the aere-
vield i probably the lowest sinre 1011
Dépreciation was rapld for ten days or
ten weeks following the May report. Late
ralod helped the situation, however, and
wheat hiere and there made some recovery,
but evidently it did not possess it usual |
recuperative powers owlnf doubtiess to |
the dnmage by severe spring freezes and
dry weather. To these cnoases are at-
tributed the fallumg of the hends to prop-
erly develop snd flll, which sccounts for
the decline of 156 busbels in the prospect-
ive more-vield. The heads vary greatiy in
size nand welght, Incking the custowary
uniformity.
There has heen wery little complalnt of
Insocts, outaide of wevernl countles in the
enstert part of the stits, whers chinch-
hugs nnr}‘ Hosalan fliies are roported. The
formeér have been most troublesome in the
southeast, particuinrly in  Chautauqua,
while the Heswinn fiy has been most con-
spicou= in the northeast, as in Atchison,
rown and Nemaha, Hed rust, nltho quite
prevalent, has not been considered as #—
specinil damaging factor, altho a dis-
of %a nnrﬁ to be black rust is n'fmr!ml an
haring blasted wheat in a few fields In the

southeant,
Floods Hurt Crop.
Furtbher nbandonment of mcrenge was |
eaused by the overflowing watera of the
Arkannas river, severes hall storms, particn-
Ingly in Cheyenne and Jackson, destroying
perhaps 20 per cent of the whent in the

former, and lack of timely molsture in
several of the west-central countles. The
total abandopment for the year wiil

smount nearly to 10 per cent of the entire
ncreage BOWD.

Highest vielils per acre are in the eant-
ern part of the state, Chasa leading with
1% bushels anil Lyon and Morris next with

17. Of the more Important wheat pro-
dueers, BSeédgwick comes first with 16
bushels, followed by Marlon with 15

bushels, and Harper and Harvey with 14.
While nearly every county records a fall-
ing off in the month, the heaviest decrease
in prospective ncﬂ:-)‘lelﬂs are In the north-
western countles, ss Thomas, Sheridan,
Trego and Decatar, with prospects in May
of 12, 11, 11 and 12 bushels, respectively,
but now reporting T, 7. and & bushels,
while Laoe, & west-central county, Indi-
cates o 50 per cent reduction, to 8 bushels.

Largest agpregnte ylelds are in
south-rentral  countles: Sedgwick flest
with 3714300 bushels: Pratt, 3475600
bushels. and Sumner 33123700 bushelw.
Nine other countles, Barton, Ford, Harper,
Kingmnn, McPherson, Pawnee, Reno,
Rooks and Stafford, promise more than 2,-
000000 bushels enach.

Hecelpt of officia]  nssessors’
from of the state's 100 counties makew
it neces=iry to revise upward the acres
sown for this year's crop. Laast fall corre-
spondents, always cautioned to 0=
servative, cstimated the state's winter
wheat secding at 9,802, ncres.  Bubsti-
tuting the nssessors’ returns In the &7
counties, raises the total to 11.2GLONN acres,
on which the present report 18 bamed.

Should the remaining 18 counties maln-
tain the same ratlo of increase, the acreage
sown laxt faull would sggregate 11415000
acres, or S.14 per cent ter than for the
year preceding, and taks pank as the sec-
ond Inrgest for the state, the recard acre-
age of 1913 exceeding it only by about 20,-

000 acres.

Wheat hiarvest hos been finished in
Montgomery and ral neighbering
conntied in the southesst, but Is ia fuoll
swing elsewhere, except in a dozxen
connties or 8o in the northwest, where 1t
will begin Jupas 8 to July L. Ralus hava
interfered somewhat In the sonth-central
part and In the npper end of the Eannas
river valley, but in other portionw weather
conditions have been uuermhqnm favor.
able <for this work, which s heen se-
riously hampered. however, In the ma-
Jjorlty of the wheat belt countles because
of a shortage of harvest hands.

Spring Wheat,

This year's cmg muy amount to (L]
bushels, nearly a third of which is credited
to the ons county of Eherman, in the

returnk

Corn,
Thes 40550,000 acres probably planted o
corn is thy third smaliest in the p%!r;.

THe 1021 c¢rop will be the fourth]

the !

northwest. I

granted to us by the intarstate com-
merce commission Iast year were
based on a valume of traffic which!
has been reduced from'20 per cent to
69 per cent on various roads at the
present time.

“Not only that, but in many states
the intrastate rates—the rates inside
the state—have not been ralsed, so
that we are far short of geiting the
‘money which the interstate commerce
commission thought we ought to have.

“If traffic came Back to its 1820
volume, we would still be behind, and
could naot afford to begln thinking of
extensions.""

° No Bausiness Revival.

The business situation has not

shown the evidences of revival which

WILL FACE CHARGE

IKsnsas City Woman Denles Ex-

istence of Supposed Husband.

Claims Topekan, Her First,
Died Natural Death.

Mdttie Carter, also known as
Msttie McPherson, tofay faced &
charge of tirst degree murdeg In con-
nection with the mysterious and fa-
tal shooting of Jack McPherson,
whom police said she clalmed was her
common law husband.,

Police, who are searching for two
other men whom they allege were
Mre. McPherson's second and third
husbands, refused to accept the wo-
man's story that McPherson was shot
thru a window by a burglar as she
opnd McPherson wers preparing to re-
tire in a partially unfurnished cottage
in Mount Washington.

Windows of the house were sealed
and no broken window glass wasfound,
it was declared. MeFPherson was shot
twice at clozs range in the abdbmen.
Mrs. McPherson was fully dressed and
earrlied a handbag when gshe ran to &
neighbor's and sald her husband had
been shot.

Mrs, Carter, or McPherson, today
denied the existence of Ernest Evans,
whom polics charged was one of her
busbands. She sald that Johnm Car-
ter, unheard of, according to police,
after the couplas started to the races at
New Orleans several ycars ago, was in
South America but she could not say
where. Ehe assarted that Claude
Crockett, another husband. died from
nn‘tjlrnl causes In Topeka, Kan., police
sald.

When arraigned today before Jus-
tice of the Peace Pollock, Mra. Carter
entered a plea of not gulilty, and was
held without bond. Her trial was sst
for July 3.

Detectives today claimed to have
found bruises on McPherson's body
and other evidence cof a siruggle be-
fora he was shot to death.

DINE AND TALK TONIGHT

Merchants™ Association and Stock
Sclling Teams Will Mect.

The Topeka Merchants' association
and the teams which will engage in
the sale of stock in the new Topekn
Hotel company will dine together at
the Chamber of Commerce tonight

The Merchants® assoclation blliboard
project, the whys and wherefores, and
the results which are anticipated will
ba fully explalned nt the dinner to-
night.

The billboard speeches wil bhe fin-
{=shed and out of the way In time for
the m#mbers of the stock selling teams
to get down to business on their final
plans for the start of the campal
Tuesday of fiext week by 7:45 o'clock.

Santa Fe mwﬂe-eﬁploy
Shop Men, Says Pres. Storey

Will Be First Move Made in Plan for Easier Financial
Situation, President of Santa Fe Says—Wage
Cuts Will Go Into Effect on July 1.

the rallromd officials had hoped an
expectad that it would do, Preside
Storey eaid today.

“Freight loadings have shown 'a
slight increase from week to week. but
they are not up to last year's figures,”
he declared.

Hope for the unemployed shopmen
in Topeka wns indicated when Presi-
dent Storey said that the first job
which the roads would start when
they t & Tinancial foothold agaln
would e the car repair work.

“You' understand,” he sald, “that
our reirenchment has not gone to the
extent of stopping freight car repair
work yet, tho we have practically
stoppad everything else,

May Be Shortage of Cars.

“We may be short of In cars
::'Jhl'n -uh‘erea;'a harvest mmenms
m e have moved more grai
already this year than, we moved lasl:
year, and grain cars are not plentiful

along the lnes now.

“Beopuse of the faect that there has
been u continued grain movement, the
1921 harvest is not going to mean as
much to us as it has meant in past
years.”

Stanley H. Johnson, of Chicago, vice
president and general traffic maonager
of the Hock Island, in Topeka today to
attend the conference with Governor
Allen, declared that the shipping
situation is not showlng any material
improevement,

Look fog Better Times.

“But, after July 1, withthe coming
o.fv tlltankm;rﬂ;t.“ Johnson said today,
*we 1o or better times In the freight
‘departmoent.” %

Frelght buelness s dull not only in
Erain movement, but in gencral freight
| movement, Johnson said.

Johnson sald that if there had been
any renewed activity looking toward
the establishment of the long talkesd
of shops at Topeka by the Rock Is-
land, he would have heard of it, and
there had been no talk of such a
movement, to his knowledge.

MUST PAY ROADS

Bankers Tell Harding U. 8.
Should Pay Now.

H.u_ﬁhg, Hoover and Mellon
- Parley Until 1 a. m.

- Py A g
Kansss City, Mo, June 24.—Nrs kmnlton. June 24.— Prompt

pAymeng.of the government's debt to
the rallroals, resulting from federal
operation, is necessary to revive the
nation’s transportation system. and
genzpal business, according to the
views given Fresident Harding by
western bankers. it was lenrned today.

The bankers met Harding and Sec-
retariea Mellon and Hoover at the
White House last night, Their con-
ference lasted five hours.

The bankers, it was sald, will meat
with railroad heads shortly In an ef-
fort to.agree upoh a. plan to ravive
the nation’s carriers from bankruptcy.

Almost every angle of the business
sttuntion was gone over during thes
five hour sesslon which began when
the bankers sat down in the great
state dining room at 8 o'clock last
night.

Among the toples discussed were:

FProspects of collecting the money
lonned the asllies duoring the war,

Methods of putting the raflroads on
their feet without government help.

Easi¢r money for the farmer.

Financing of the cotton growers.

Becretary of tha Treasury Mellon
and Secrotary of Commerce Hoover
wers present and spoke,

President Harding also outlined to
the bankers some of the problems he
is facing end the difficulty that
stands in the way of their solution.

The bankers were called upon to
speak freely and many offered sugges-
tions which will be of a great help to
the government, Secretary Mellon
said later.

Charles G. Dawes, Chicago banker,
who "became director of the budget
this week, was among the guesta
Others were: Richard 5. Hawes, vice
president First National bank. St
Louis; J. G. Lonedale, president of the
Nntionnl Bank of Commerce, 8t
Louis; John T. Scott, president of the
First National bank, Houston, Tex.:
Festus J. Wade, president of the Mer-
cantile Trust company, St. Louls,

WANTE PROBE NAVY “SOVIET"™

La Follotte Asks Congressional Inves-
tigadon of “Morale Boardas"

Washington, June 24.—A congras-
slonal investigation of the system of
navy discipline was asked in a resolu-
tion introduced by Benator La Follette,
Wisconsin, today.

The resolution follows r 1 of

DENY PHONE RATE

Opinlon of Utilitles Commission
Affects Service Charges.

Decision Handed Down Follow-
ing Bitter Court Fight.

BELL CO. CONSIDERS APPEAL

Ordered tfo Relnstate Rates In
Force Before Hearing.

Four Class Exceptions in
Arkansas City and Winfield.

In an opinion today by the public
utilities commission, twenty-six of the
thirty classes of telephone service
charges for the towns of Arkansas
City, Atchison, Eldorado, Hutchinson,
Winfield and Lyons are denfed. The
declsion was handed down following
a bitter fight in the couris regarding
hearing of the cases and establishment
of rates. The EBouthwestern Bell Tele-
phone company 1s bitterly arralgned
for so called “moral perjury’” and “a
bold attempt to decelve the publie” In
the opinion written by Clyde M, Reed,
chalrman. Bel] officials today coneid-
ered an appeal to the supreme court.,

The order from the state commis-
slon orders the Bell company to re-
instate rates in force before the hear-
ing. The four class exceptions in-
clude: Arkansas City and Wintleld,
where individual business rates were
increased from $3 to $3.50; Atchison.
where Individual residence rates were
advanced from §2 to $2.25, and Hutch-
inson, where switching rates were in-
creased from 60 cents to T6 cents.
Twenty-six additional ciass rate in-
creases sought by the company were

denisd,
Affects Six Towns.

Decision in the cases affecting the
six towns follows a bitter fight be-
tween the Bell company and the state
commission. The former court of in-
dustrial relations ordered wage in-
creases for employes of the Bell com-
pany in the towns. When the Bell
company asserted that an increased
rate would be necessary to meet this
expense, the company was advised to
file an application. The application
was filed but no hearing was held. In
consequence the company went before
the district court of Shawnee county
where it secured a restraining order
agninst placing the new rates in ef-
fect.

When the Hutchinson rates were
ordered in operation, the Reno county
district court enjoined the advance.
Judge Fairchild severely criticised the
former induptrial court and puble
utilifties commission for playing poli-
tics in the rate case.

Much Severe Language.

In the opinion today. there is ample
severe language to offset any feeling
remarkas which may have been pre-
viously made In the case. Tha Reed
remarke are a severs indictment .of
the good faith and falr public pollcy
of the Bell company as well as con-
demnation of testimony presented in
the recent hearing.

“The difference between the sworn
testimony offered by the witneases for
the Bouthwestern ﬂall company . and
the careful analysis made by actual
operation of the exchanges by compe-
tent engineers and accountants for the
commission is startling,” says the
opinion. “It represents the difference
between a studied and systematic ef-
fort to decelve the commission, the
public and In turn the courts, and an
‘honest effort to ascertain the facts.
From 31 to 53 per cent of the traffic
expensa of each of these exchanges s
chargeable to toll business, yet no
mention of such a thing was made by
the witness for the company. Askde
from the bold attempt to deceive the
publie, & public utility should have
more respect for geéneral morals than
to require its employes to debauch
thelr manhood and stultify thelr con-
science by fathering such testimony
under oath as was presented in these
cases."

Charge Mlsrepresentation of Facts.

In their pleadings the Bell officials
had shown by exhibits that the 1520
losses at the varlous statlons were as

follows: Ar City, $0,0823: At-
chison, $11,2Z21; Eildorado, $11,185;
Lyons, $6,517; Hutchinson, $22,044;

and Winfield, $12,380. The commis-
sion charges that this was a misrep-
resentation of fact since no allowance
was made for toll returns,

Instead of a loss the commission
charges that & profit was made in
operation of the stations where in-
creased rates were sought.

Show Big Profits,

In an estimate based on reports by
its engineers and accountants, the
commission declares profits of the
company at the various stations to be:

Capt, Clark D. Stearns from the com-
mand of the battleshlp Michigan,
where he allowed & commities of the

&0 {men help decide on the discipline

aboard the vessel.

Baby Whale A

- -

Young Leviathan Caught in

vides Reporters With

New TYork, June 24 —This Is =
whale of a story:

*“Thar she blows!™ ecrled George

Rand, watchman at the Midland beach

pier, Staten Isiand, as he saw an hon-

est-to-gosh-whale spouting B few

vards off shore In New York harbor

today—{five miles from the Woolworth

building.
Y- i reinf ts in the
pesson of White Lane, restauranot

keeper, Rand boarded his motorboat
and putt-putted out to do battle.
Shot q_un Failed.
Rand let the whale, which had

L

37 yesrs. snd Jesz than Jast year
‘uml_y ncres. ¢ t
tinped on Page Two)

strunded in shallow water, have sev-
eral b s from his shotgun.

2 -a

ngered When

Man Tries To Carve Steak

Narrows of New York, Pro-
a “Whale of a Story.”

The only effect was a sleepy grunt.
according to Rand.

Then Lane got busy with a butecher
knifa and carved =meveral cholee
steaks off the whale's back.

Whale Got Mad.

This is said to have put the critter
in a temper and it sompped several
times at the boat. HRemembering
Jonah's fate, ths amatenr whalers
putt-puttad back to shore and added
four workmen to their erew, Heaviog
a hawser over the whale's starboard
filpper, they towed It to the beach.

At Iast accownts, the an WS
pretty near ruined but doing as wel
as could be expected.

Arkansas City, $24,619.70; Atchison,
$34.860.21; Eldorado, $19,984.78;
Hutchinson, §$59,152.40: Lyons, $9,-
005.65; Winfield, $17,309.17.

It I8 also charged by the commis-
sion that the Bell company has failed
to develop its business or to use jts
entire means in development of the
telephone (ndustry. It asserts that rec-

iContinued ob Pags Six)
%
' ‘ *
In the House,

Rules committee may grant privi-
lege status to Campbell-Willis anti-
beer bill.

Agriculture commitiee holds hearing
on cold storage legislation.

Republicans of ways and means
committees contlnue work of perma-
nent tariff law,

In the Senate.

Contnues consideration Frellnghuy-
zen coal bill.

Judlelary subcommittee will hear
prolests against the nomination of
Frank A. Linney of North Carolina to
ba TUnited States attorney In that
state. o
bu)fimlrx committee considers sundry

Intersiate eommerce commitice con-
tinues rafirosd inguiry.

A ure commitites continues
consideration of the farmers’ export

corporotion bill
Probe of soldlers’ reilef agencies

continues,
Judiciary subcommittes mests to
Lﬂbww er investigation of the dyestuffs

5

LEX'S GO.

Topeka needs a new hotgl .of the
modern type. Everybody admits that,

That a new hotel can bs operated
at a profit on the necessary invest-
ment is the consensus of opinion of all
hotel men who have looked into the
situntion here, "

That a modern hotel will bring
thousands of persons to the city who
would not otherwise come—and thou-
sands of dollars with them—I!s undis-
puted.

And that is the proposition in a nut-
shell. We need the hotel; the town 1s
crying for it; it will pay for Htself dl-
rectly and pay for itself agaln in in-
direct benefits; and the preferred

e

equal to 9 per cent on thelr invest-
ment.

What are we walting for?
Let's go.

TWO CASES JOIN

“Peggy” Joyce Named In Still-
man Divoree Suit.

Guest at One of Banker's Wild
Parties is C!mrge.

New TYork, June 24.—The name of
Peggy Hopkins Joyce will be brought
into the Stillman divoree case when
hearings are resumed in Poughkeepaie
next week, It was learned today.

The show girl, who is now belng
sued for dlvorce in Chicago by her
third millionaire husband, will be de-
scribed as a guest of Mrs. Florence
Lawler Leeds in some of the “gay
parties” aboard James A. Stillman's
| yacht, the Modesty, it was said.

No attempt will be made, It was
sald, to connect Peggy's name direetly
with that of Stillman. The witness,
who Is expected to furnish this testi-
mony is Frank Murphy; former stew-
ard cn the Modesty.

Reports were circulated today that
Stillman is suffering .from a nervous
breakdown and might not be able to
appear for cross examination next
week. These rumors could not be
confirmed.

Mra. Stillman's attorneys are re-
ported to have discovercd A new wit-
negs—a former nurge of Mrs, Leeds—
who is expected to testify regarding
the parties on tHe Modesty and inci-
dents at the “Love Nest"” in Florida.

TO TEST GASOLINE

State Ol Inspeetors Make Cra-
sade on Filling Statlons.

P ————— i
Nine Topekh Ofl Dealers Visited
b¥ Deputies.

The state oil inspection department
today desconded heavily on thes To-
peka filllng stations. The crusads is
to be made siate-wide. H. H. Motter,
state oil inspector, today asserted he
had issucd Instructions to deputies
and to inspectors to test gasoling soid
at all statlons. Whers the grade of
gas is misrepresented dealers will be
instructed to close their pumps or
bring quality of product to standards
advertised.

Investignte Nine Stations,

Nine Topeka (filling stations were
investigated today. At each station
tests were made as to the guallty of
gasoline. Where claims were made by
ownersa or agents that high test gaso-
line was sold, special tests were made
as to guality of supplies, Three of
the nine stations showed that the high
teat and low test gns were the same,
altho there was n difference of more
than four cents in price,

Under the state law the department
has but limited authority in the pun-
ishment of dealers who fall to sell
gasoline of the test advertised. Mot-
ter, tho, will attempt to enforce order
to ciose pumps where high test gaso-
line has béen advertised and low test
gas sold.

“In some cases,” esald Motter,
“nelther the dPaler nor his petrons
knows anything about the actual test.
In consequence the state department
will make tests of all gasoline sam-
ples brought to the office and will try
to enforce a state-wide regulation to
give the consumer the guality of gas-
olins he pays for."

FORUM TO MEET MONDAY

City Plamning Exprert on Program of
Special Scession.

There will be a specinl meoting of
the Forum committee of the Chamber
of Commerce at noon Monday, June
27, when Wil ¥. McDermott, city
planning expert and publleist, of Chi-
cago, will speak.

Further than musical entertalnment
the address on city vlanning by Me-
Dermott will take up the entire pro-
gram.

McDermott Is a brother of George
T. McDermott, president of the To-
peka Chamber of Commerce. A writer
jon the staff of the Dally
News, he was assigned by his paper to
spend a year studying and investigat-
ing the problems and possibilities of
city planning and city zoning.

In company with a committee rep-
resenting tha aldermen of Chilcago, he
made a tour of a month among the
citfea of the eante portion of the
United States and da.

, L. Copeland. chairman of the
Forum committee, will preside at the
meoting.

All members of the city planning
board and all other cit!sens interested
in the welfare of Topeka are urged to
be at the Chamber of Commerce Mon-
day noon, Rabert !?ime. president of
the pianning board, said today.

MeDermott visited Topeka last week
and gave a forcible 1alk on eity plan-
ning to members of the planning hosrd
In special meeting. They requestied
g"“ he make the return visit to the

. -

Is New American Duchess.

Paris, June 24 —Gladys Marie Dea-
con of Boston this morning became
the Duchess of Marlborough, the sec-
ond American girl to assume the title.
The civil - ceremony., which lasted
three minutas, took place in the Brit-
ish consulate

and was performed
H. G. McKale, the British consul, 2!

stockholders have a guaranteed return

LOWER FREIGHT
RATES ASKED BY

Officlals of Seven Roads In Coms

'm‘eﬁ To‘.y. -}

Kansas Wauts Reduction of
Freight Rates.

Prices Are 162 Per Cent of

Normal, Says Governor.

—

tistics on Transportation. i

Officials of seven Kansas rallroads
are in Topeka today for a conference
with Governor Allen regnrding
proposal for a voluntary reduction im
freight rates on whoeat. Rapresentas'
tives of the transportation lines were'
entertained at luncheon at the present
executive mansion Eleventh and Tos=
poka avenue. Members of the publ
utilities commission sat with
governor and raffrond officials at
conference beginning this afternoon.

Recently Governor Allen sent tele-
grams to presidenta of seven rai '
nsking that they attend a conferench
to discuss wheat rates, Replics were
roceived from all of the rallroads,
altho several of them stated presidents
of the roads would be unable to 4
to Topeka for the discussion of L
freight rate problem. A number of
frelght rate experts are here (0 pare
ticipate in the discussion,

To Ask Lower Hates,

Governor Allen appealed for 'a
volunteer order lowering frelght rates
on wheat to pre-war classifications.
He pointed out that farmers ape
now selling their crop nt practical
pre-war prices and ashould not he
nsked to pay the advince in transpos-
tation costs. The present rates, he has
urged, will mean a hardship in m
ment of the grain and in many
stances will cause growers Lo ahsoeh
n loss

The present freight rates, railroad
officials have pointed out In telegrams
to the governor, were fized by the
interstate commerce commission anfl
the state public utilities commission,
Any relief, they are expocted to urge,
should come in orders from these
bodien. In the recent livestock rate
hearing It was also amserted that &
concession to one class of ghippers
during the present market d
woula equal oconcessions 1o
ehippers of othér commodities affects
ed by markets,

Governor Allen Returns Here,

Governor Allen returned to Topeks
today from his home in Wichits,
where he spent a couple of daye He
arranged his morning work to give
over the afterncon to the conference.

Clyde M, Reed,
public utilities commiseion, prepaced
10 present wheat and transportation
statistics In possession of his danu}i'

ment at the afternoon eonference.

is probable that the entire ai

will be at the governors home, 3
Many Officials Here. 1

Representatives of the Santin )
system, Union FPacific, Rock Island,
Missourl Paciflie. Missourl, Kanang &
Texns, 'Frisco, and Burllngton roadg
will participate In the conference
Several days ago President Btorey
the Banta Fo notified Governar Al
that ha would come to Topeka for the
meeting. '

Prices Are Compared. f

Comparative prices wera present
to railroad heads thid afternoon as
Fument for lower whoat rates. It wal
urged that the farmer has been comes'
pelied to absorb [osses while genern]
prices have not declined acenrdingly.

1 All prices nre at this thoe 182
cent normal on the baxis of 1913
ures, thé governor declared, He
ﬂ;nt farm products, however, are
125 per cent, whilo frelght rntes are
168.0 per cent. Food costs were givon
at 160 per cent on the basis of 19438
firices, clothing was quoted at 198
fuel and light at 207, metal products
208, buliding materinle 208 and housgs
hold furnishings 275 per cent,

- Higher Than in East,

ioverndr Allen also urged that ;
In the middle west are higher th:::l:'
the eastern districts. He further
mrgued that reawonable concessi :
should be made to the farmers in vi
of a generally accepted theory t X
lower rates are in prospect for next
fall and winter. The Kansas farmers
need rellef now, he urged,

Railroad offictals attending the con-
ference, according to anhguncement
' by Governor Allen this afternoon fn=
ciude: W. B. Storey, Chicago, P -
dent Santa Fe System: J. M. Kurn,
Louls, president ‘Frisco: A. Hettan,
5t. Louis, traffic manager ‘Frisco:
George T. Atkios, 8t. Louls, gene
traffic manager M., K. & T.; Fred Wa
Robertson, Omaha, freight traffia
manager Unlon Paclfie; C. V. Jo
son, Chicago, vice president Rock
land: H. H. Holcomb, Chicago, freight’
traffic manager Burlington: J. AS
Ramback. St. Louls, frelght traffie.
manager Missourl Paclfie.

KANSAS SOLONS OBJECT.

Afk Weeks to Withdraw
Nominatlon for Peck. "
Washington, June 24.—Recommens
dations that the nomination of
Robert C. Peck to be lleutenant coloe
nel be withdrawn If charges filed
againet him are found true, were ma
to Becrstary Weeks today by Senal ]
Curtis and Capper of Kansan »
Major Peck has been charged with:
making disparaging statements cons.
cerning the services of the Xansas Nas,
tional Guard In France. His nominfe
tion was held in the senats military
eommitiee at &: request of Senntal
Capper. The rees will be thoroly.
investigated, Becretary Weeks told the,
Sennlors

Kanpsas Wheat Tests High,
Wichita, Kan., June 24—The firsf
wheat of the season marksted herl
brought $1.28, Kansas City basis, 0B
the Wichitn board of trads. The grain

was grown near Coldwater and a
as No. 1, 60 pounds to the bushel. _
- o s
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Chairman Reed to Present Stae

chalrman of the _

GOVERNOR ALLEN

ENTERTAINED AT LUNGHEON |



